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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to an Amendment filed 04/12/2006. 

2. Claims 1-17, 20-21, 23-27, and 29-47 remain pending in this application. 

3. Claims 1 , 23-24, 29, and 46-47 are independent claims. 

4. Claims 29-47 are new claims. 

5. The original priority date of the application was 02/17/1999. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-17, 20-21,23-27, and 29-47 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Windows 95 (Introducing Microsoft Windows 95, Copyright 
1981-1995, Microsoft) in view of Wishnie et al. (hereinafter Wishnie, U.S. Patent No. 6, 
148, 311, filed 04/25/1997, issued 11/14/2000). 

In regard to independent Claim 1 (and similarly independent Claims 23-24, 
29, and 46-47), Windows 95 teaches using the viewer of the operating system to view 
the hierarchical file structure corresponding to content for the web site by offering as 
part of the operating system Windows Explorer (a viewer) where one can create, view, 
and otherwise manipulate any number or type of folders, subfolders, and files within a 
hierarchical structure (Pg. 22, Figure; Pgs. 38, 40, Figures). Using Windows Explorer 
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then, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to view folders, subfolders, and files comprising a web site, providing a 
structured and visual environment to assist in the maintenance and manipulation of 
folders, subfolders, and files. 

Windows 95 fails to teach and running a conversion program module to convert 
the file contents stored in folders arranged in the hierarchical file structure into 
hypermedia for the web site with hyperlinks therein corresponding to at least one 
relationship of at least one of the stored files with at least one other of the stored files 
within the hierarchical file structure. However, Wishnie teaches a build tool that receives 
constructing directory information (a directory name), which identifies the directory (the 
root directory) containing the HTML files associated with a pre-existing web site (600). 
The Build tool either identifies an index.html (typically the first page loaded by a web 
browser when directed to a web site), or generates one. If sub-directories are located in 
the root directory, each is loaded (618) and the process is repeated at step 602. At the 
sub-directory level, an index page is created (if not located in the sub-directory) which is 
a parent (in the navigational structure) to all pages derived from HTML files contained in 
the sub-directory. The process continues until all the files and directories in the root 
directory have been resolved (616). Accordingly, the physical file system is manipulated 
to create a navigational hierarchy, which does not contain any purely structural 
elements. Pages with navigational structure are substituted for any structural elements 
in the physical file system (Col. 7, lines 4-52). Thus, the Build tool has the ability to 
traverse an existing file hierarchy (which one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
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invention would have typically constructed manually) containing content and process 
that content. 

Wishnie continues by teaching that the Build routine (306) includes methods for 
creating HTML (converting file contents stored in folders arranged in a hierarchical file 
structure into hypermedia for the web site), creating a site file and resolving embedded 
content. Build routine (306) converts all of the elements associated with a single page 
into a standard flow based description language (HTML). Note, some of the elements of 
a page may already be in HTML format. For example pages imported into the web site 
for placement into the body (unique) section of a master page are typically written in 
HTML (one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention would understand that the 
master page is a template page). The Build routine resolves embedded content in the 
common portion of the master pages (the master pages can exist at each directory/sub- 
directory level within the directory hierarchy of files). Embedded content includes links to 
other web sites and navigational links (typically hyperlinks) to other pages within the 
given web site. Build routine (306) resolves the embedded content by determining the 
actual address or file location for the embedded content and includes this information in 
the HTML for a given page (Col. 7, lines 54-67; Col. 8, lines 1-16). 

Wishnie continues by teaching that multimedia elements (708) include text, 
image data, sound, video and applets (including java applets). These types of elements 
are common in web pages for identifying the particular web site. For example, a master 
page may include a company name or logo, which is to be displayed on all pages of the 
web site (Col. 9, lines 27-32). Thus, the Build routine can prepare all these types of 
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content for use in a web environment. Navigational links (712) include external links, 
absolute links and relative links. External links provide links to locations outside the 
current web site. Absolute links provide a link within a web site to a fixed location in the 
site. Relative links are conditioned on the navigational structure of the web site and the 
actual addressing for such is not determined until build time. Relative links include 
previous, next, parent and child links. Previous and next links are links to adjacent 
pages at the same hierarchical level. Parent and child links are links to pages either one 
hierarchical level above or below a given page. For each relative link, build routine (306) 
(FIG. 3) looks at the navigational structure defined for the web site and, based on the 
relationships of the various pages, calculates links to appropriate elements in the 
structure automatically at build time (Col. 9, lines 40-56). Thus, the Build routine 
processes and creates hyperlinks therein corresponding to at least one relationship of at 
least one of the stored files with at least one other of the stored files within the 
hierarchical file structure). It is noted that though a user interface exists with the 
application taught by Wishnie . that there are scenarios where the interactive (or editing) 
need not be done within the application (to include any hierarchy, hyperlink, or file 
manipulations). It would have therefore been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to conclude that the application described by Wishnie would have 
allowed the user to process a given pre-defined directory structure containing content 
into a web site). It further would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to combine the teachings of Windows 95 and Wishnie as Windows 
95 provides a native File Manager to assist the user in constructing a hierarchical 
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directory structure containing files to be converted by the software tool of Wishnie into a 
web site that can be uploaded to a web server, providing a convenient combination for 
the novice to produce a web site. 

In regard to dependent Claim 2 (and similarly dependent Claim 30), 

Windows 95 teaches using the viewer to transfer files of content for the web site from 
other file locations of the computer configuration, into the hierarchical file structure for 
the web site (Pg. 38, files can be moved from one folder to the other by dragging and 
dropping, see Figs). 

In regard to dependent Claim 3 (and similarly dependent Claim 31), 

Windows 95 fails to teach the method including using the conversion program module to 
convert the files of the different formats into a form suitable for use as hypermedia on 
the web site. However, Wishnie teaches that multimedia elements (708) including text, 
image data, sound, video and applets (including java applets) can be processed and 
made web compatible (Col. 9, lines 27-32). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to combine the teachings of Windows 95 
and Wishnie as Windows 95 provides a native File Manager to assist the user in 
constructing a hierarchical directory structure containing files to be converted by the 
software tool of Wishnie into a web site that can be uploaded to a web server, providing 
a convenient combination for the novice to produce a web site. 

In regard to dependent Claim 4 (and similarly dependent Claim 32), 

Windows 95 fails to teach that the conversion program module produces web pages 
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corresponding to the first of the folders and any sub-folders with hyperlinks between 
them corresponding to folder hierarchy. However, Wishnie teaches that the Build routine 
produces web pages derived from the content and directives found in the master pages 
(Col. 7, lines 54-64). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to combine the teachings of Windows 95 and Wishnie as Windows 95 
provides a native File Manager to assist the user in constructing a hierarchical directory 
structure containing files to be converted by the software tool of Wishnie into a web site 
that can be uploaded to a web server, providing a convenient combination for the novice 
to produce a web site. 

In regard to dependent Claims 5-6 (and similarly dependent Claims 33-34), 

Windows 95 fails to teach that the first folder contains a template file defining a 
predetermined configuration for hypermedia at a node in the web site corresponding to 
the first folder, and the conversion program module produces a web page 
corresponding to a template for the node. However, Wishnie teaches that at the time for 
build and conversion to HTML, build routine (306) resolves embedded content in the 
common portion of a page for all pages in the site having master pages (templates). 
Embedded content includes links to other web sites and navigational links to other 
pages within the given web site. Build routine (306) resolves the embedded content by 
determining the actual address or file location for the embedded content and includes 
this information in the HTML for a given page (Col. 8, lines 8-16). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to combine the 
teachings of Windows 95 and Wishnie as Windows 95 provides a native File Manager 



Application/Control Number: 09/889,350 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2176 

to assist the user in constructing a hierarchical directory structure containing files to be 
converted by the software tool of Wishnie . using templates, into a web site that can be 
uploaded to a web server, providing a convenient combination for the novice to produce 
a web site. 

In regard to dependent Claim 7 (and similarly dependent Claim 35), 

Windows 95 fails to teach that the conversion program module searches the at least 
one sub-folder to determine if it contains a template file defining a predetermined 
configuration for hypermedia at a node in the web site corresponding to the at least one 
sub-folder and the produces a web page corresponding to the template for a node 
corresponding to the at least one sub-folder. However, Wishnie teaches that an 
inference engine (322) within the web site build tool receives directory information (a 
directory name), which identifies the directory (the root directory) containing the HTML 
files associated with the old web site (600). The inference engine scans the directory 
searching for a file named "INDEX.HTML" (602), which is typically the home page of a 
web site (Col. 7, lines 4-13). 

Wishnie continues by teaching that the Build routine scans the entire directory 
hierarchy for files from which to build web pages based on master page templates (Col. 
7, lines 54-64). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to combine the teachings of Windows 95 and Wishnie as Windows 95 
provides a native File Manager to assist the user in constructing a hierarchical directory 
structure containing files to be converted by the software tool of Wishnie bv drilling 
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down the hierarchical structure to create a web site that can be uploaded to a web 
server, providing a convenient combination for the novice to produce a web site. 

In regard to dependent Claim 8 (and similarly dependent Claim 36), 

Windows 95 fails to teach that if no template file is found in the at least one sub-folder, 
the conversion program module searches said first folder to find a template file to be 
applied to the at least one sub-folder. However, Wishnie teaches such a limitation (Col. 
7, lines 14-52). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of invention to combine the teachings of Windows 95 and Wishnie as Windows 95 
provides a native File Manager to assist the user in constructing a hierarchical directory 
structure containing files to be converted by the software tool of Wishnie by drilling 
down the hierarchical structure to create a web site that can be uploaded to a web 
server, providing a convenient combination for the novice to produce a web site. 

In regard to dependent Claim 9 (and similarly dependent Claim 37), 

Windows 95 fails to teach that the template file includes a plugin for inserting 
predetermined hypermedia from different files into the web page produced by the 
template. However, Wishnie teaches such a limitation (Col. 9, lines 5-56; Fig. 7; 
common regions and unique regions where the main content of other pages is placed). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
combine the teachings of Windows 95 and Wishnie as Windows 95 provides a native 
File Manager to assist the user in constructing a hierarchical directory structure 
containing files to be converted by the software tool of Wishnie . Adding the teaching of 
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Wishnie provides the benefit of using templates to improve the convenience and 
accuracy of manipulating file structures and their content. 

In regard to dependent Claim 10 (and similarly dependent Claim 38), 

Windows 95 fails to teach that the plugin defines a link and the conversion program 
module produces a hyperlink in the web page produced by means of the template with a 
configuration defined by the link. However, Wishnie teaches such a limitation (Col. 9, 
lines 46-56; Fig. 7; master pages (templates) contain relative link conditions that are 
resolved based on the hierarchical structure of the site at Build time). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to combine the 
teachings of Windows 95 and Wishnie as Windows 95 provides a native File Manager 
to assist the user in constructing a hierarchical directory structure containing files to be 
converted by the software tool of Wishnie by converting content in combination with 
templates to create a web site that can be uploaded to a web server, providing a 
convenient combination for the novice to produce a web site. 

In regard to dependent Claim 11 (and similarly dependent Claim 39), 

Windows 95 fails to teach that the first folder or the at least one sub-folder contains a 
document template for defining a predetermined configuration for hypermedia at a web 
page in the web site corresponding to a text document in the first folder or the at least 
one sub-folder. However, Wishnie teaches such a limitation (Col. 9, lines 15-25; Fig. 7; 
master pages are tied to one or more pages in the web site). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to combine the 
teachings of Windows 95 and Wishnie as both inventions relate to the manipulation of 
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file structures for the purpose of maintaining the content contained within the file 
structures. Adding the teaching of Wishnie provides the benefit of using templates to 
assist in the creation of web sites by novices. 

In regard to dependent Claim 12 (and similarly dependent Claim 40), though 
Windows 95 file viewer could have been used to transfer a selected one or more of the 
templates from the library to the one or more of the folders, it does not teach providing a 
library of said templates. However, the teachings of Wishnie in the use of master pages 
(Cols. 9-10; Col. 11, lines 1-3), lines would have suggested that it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention that a library of 
templates could have been constructed using the combination of their invention and the 
native file manager of Windows 95 as one produced a number of different web sites 
with numerous pages and corresponding master pages (templates). The user of 
Wishnie's invention could have then taken numerous master pages and reused them for 
future web page designs providing the benefit of reuse. 

In regard to dependent Claim 13 (and similarly dependent Claim 41), though 
Windows 95 could have been used to create and visualize the claimed components and 
actions, it fails to explicitly teach that the folder hierarchy includes a root folder and sub- 
folders depending therefrom, and including placing at least one of the templates in the 
root folder However, Wishnie teaches such a limitation (Col. 7, lines 4-17). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to combine 
the teachings of Windows 95 and Wishnie as both inventions relate to the manipulation 
of file structures for the purpose of maintaining the content contained within the file 
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structures. Adding the teaching of Wishnie provides the benefit of using templates to 
assist in the creation of web sites by novices. 

In regard to dependent Claim 14 (and similarly dependent Claim 42), though 
Windows 95 could have been configured to access a network, and could have also 
manipulated the file structures using the file viewer, it fails to explicitly teach that the 
computer configuration comprises a network and including arranging the files in the 
hierarchical file structure for the web site, using the file viewer, from different file 
locations in the network. However, Wishnie teaches such a limitation (see Col. 1 1 , lines 
53-67). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to combine the teachings of Windows 95 and Wishnie as both inventions 
relate to the manipulation of file structures for the purpose of maintaining the content 
contained within the file structures. Adding the teaching of Wishnie provides the benefit 
of a networked computer to assist in the creation of web sites by novices. 

In regard to dependent Claim 15 (and similarly dependent Claim 43), 

Windows 95 fails to explicitly teach uploading the hypermedia for installation on a server 
for the web site. However, Wishnie teaches that the pages are integrated and 
transformed into a suitable format for display (the "build") (104). Building the site 
includes creating a site file, creating HTML (hypertext markup language) and resolving 
any embedded content. Thereafter the completed site is uploaded to a web server so 
that it may be accessed by individuals on the World Wide Web (106) (Col. 4, lines 1-7). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
combine the teachings of Windows 95 and Wishnie as both inventions relate to the 
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manipulation of file structures for the purpose of maintaining the content contained 
within the file structures. Adding the teaching of Wishnie provides the benefit of allowing 
the novice to place their website where others may readily access it. 

In regard to dependent Claim 16 (and similarly dependent Claim 44), 

Windows 95 fails to teach providing a local preview of the hypermedia before uploading 
it to the server. However, Wishnie offers the user a view of the structure of the web site 
as well as views of rendered content (See Figs. 4a-b, 7). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to combine the teachings of 
Windows 95 and Wishnie as both inventions relate to the manipulation of file structures 
for the purpose of maintaining the content contained within the file structures. Adding 
the teaching of Wishnie provides the benefit of using a preview mode to assist in the 
creation of web sites by novices. 

In regard to dependent Claim 17 (and similarly dependent Claim 45) and 21, 

Windows 95 fails to teach causing the conversion program module to be downloaded to 
the computer configuration from a remote server. However, Wishnie teaches that the 
software is typically executed on a client machine, and the resulting product (web site) 
is uploaded to a server (see Fig. 1). It is also well known in the art of ISPs, which 
typically offer web storage space to customers, for them to also provide software tools 
for their customers. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to combine the teachings of Windows 95 and Wishnie as both 
inventions relate to the manipulation of file structures for the purpose of maintaining the 
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content contained within the file structures. Adding the teaching of Wishnie provides the 
benefit of uniformity in customer web site design throughout the ISP. 

In regard to dependent Claim 20, Windows 95 fails to explicitly teach a 
program module according to claim 17 recorded on a recording medium insertable into 
the computer configuration to be loaded therein. However Wishnie teaches an 
environment under which the application they describe can be stored (See Fig. 9), 
therefore making it obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
combine with the native file management system provided by Windows 95 . providing 
the benefit of having an executable program available when needed. 

In regard to dependent Claim 25-27, Windows 95 teaches the operating 
system is executed in a networked environment for concurrent access by multiple users 
(Pgs. 44-58). 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed 04/12/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues that the prior art of Wishnie is mostly concerned with 
how to re-use or modify existing web pages and that Applicants' invention is primarily 
concerned with actually creating web- pages in the first instance (although the 
methodology proposed does in fact also solve the problem of how to easily modify a 
web-site). The Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

9. Applicant's amended claims do not preclude the existence of HTML-formatted 
files among the files present in the hierarchical file structure. One might indeed have 
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HTML content in the form of individual files that were previously stand-alone (e.g. in a 
single folder or directory, with or without other file types like graphics, video, audio) and 
the user wishes to create a web site from these files using the hierarchical file structure 
as a guide for linking the HTML documents, and other content together to form a web 
site. Wishnie can either accept pre-existing HTML or can create HTML (Col. 7, lines 54- 
67; Col. 8, lines 1-16) as previously cited. The Applicant is further directed to the 
rejection of the independent claims above as to other similarities cited between Wishnie 
and the amended claims. 

10. Applicant also argues that it would not have been obvious to combine the 
teachings of Wishnie with Windows 95 to arrive at the present invention, because 
Wishnie teaches away from the present invention in that Wishnie describes a tool into 
which earlier web-sites are "imported" and then processed using this tool - with the 
inherent necessity of learning how to use the tool and its own associated user interface, 
etc. The Examiner respectfully disagrees and would argue that Wishnie's tool would 
have very likely been implemented as an editor for the production of and editing of a 
web site, without undue burden on the user as to learning another tool and/or interface 
or much if any of the specifics of HTML. In other words, learning the intricacies of any 
editor would not typically be any more or less of a burdensome than learning Wishnie's 
"editor" and in fact Wishnie's "editor" would likely have been specialized for handling 
web and related content. 
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Conclusion 

1 1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory^action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James H. Blackwell whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 4089. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

1 3. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather R. Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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14. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

James H. Blackwell 
06/21/2006 




WILLIAM BASHORE 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



